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not be forgotten that the minority contained such
men as Thomas Bagehot.
The increasing materialism of the age did not go
unchallenged. Newman, Carlyle, Ruskin, and
Arnold, themselves the sons of Philistines, denounced
it with eloquence and power, and were actually
read. It is characteristic of the English nation that
these great moralists were widely celebrated and
little heeded. They spread some bewilderment
among thoughtful men, and that bewilderment was
intensified by a set of problems which had forced
themselves upon public attention.
There is of course much that is timeless about
great minds and great ideas, but until the nineteenth
century most ordinary men derived their theories
of the visible world from Scripture. The Scriptural
accounts, it is true, were not entirely consistent,
but theologians were equal to the difficulty, and
therefore, according to the general feeling, the
material universe was, comparatively speaking, a
cosy, cheerful, sinful little place, a sort of ante-
room to the awful regions without, the spiritual
universe of heaven and hell. All was clearly ex-
plained. The earth was about six thousand years
old. It had been created, exactly in its present
form, by the hand of God. He was occupied
with His work for six days; and in that time He had
created, with equal finality, the sun, the moon,
the stars, all living things, and last of all, man,
whom He fashioned in His own image and made
the special object of His surveillance. Such a
theory, though rather crude, was clear, simple,
poetic, and moral. It served excellently to promote
a spiritual attitude in ignorant and uncritical